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Save the Date:
Annual Meeting, Sunday May 22 at 11:00 AM
in-person or via Zoom

Notice of Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting for the upcoming fiscal year 2022 will
take place on Sunday May 22 after the service at 11:00 AM.
Due to the Pandemic, members have the choice to participate
virtually on Zoom or in-person at the fellowship. The link will
be sent out to all members prior to the meeting. Items to be
voted on at this time:
•

Budget for the upcoming year

•

Slate of candidates from the nominating committee

A quorum with at least 30% of members present is needed to
hold the meeting, so please join us. We look forward to seeing
you.

SPRING YARD CLEAN UP DAY
Saturday May 28 - 9:00 to 11:30 AM
It finally feels like SPRING outside – YAY!!! It is such a nice feeling
to watch all our plants & trees shift from the hue of winter “brown” to
the wonderful color of spring “green”!!
Now that spring is here, the Buildings & Grounds Committee has
scheduled the annual SPRING YARD CLEAN UP DAY at the Fellowship for May 28. We would love it if you would come and give us
a hand!
Here are some tasks we would like to work on:
1] Move sand off flower bed by lower parking lot
2] Smooth any sand bumps in upper or lower parking lot
3] Re-align the wood logs that border the upper & lower parking lot
4] Clean leaves etc. from back patio, walkways & bushes
5] Pick up sticks on parking lots & grass
6] Rake leaves off parking lots & grass
7] Generally make our yard & parking lot look tidy:)
What to Bring:
Gloves
Leaf blowers
Rakes
Tarps for moving leaves & sticks
Wheelbarrow for moving sand
Any questions please contact me or just let me know you will be
there. I hope to see you on May 28th!
Jennifer Gentry (B&G Chair)
junebug2104@gmail.com

Sunday Services –
May 1, 2022—May Day
Dr. Susan C. Scrimshaw, Worship Leader
May 1 is May Day, or Beltane in the early religious traditions of Scotland, Ireland, England and much of Europe. It is tied to the renewal
of life in both plants and animals and the anticipation of summer. We
will reflect on how the day was observed in pre-Christian times and
how some traditions continue. We will look at building on ancient traditions of balance in nature as they might apply to our environmental
challenges today.
Susan works in medical anthropology and public health, and was
twice a college president. She is a second-generation member of
Starr King and a sixth-generation UU.
May 8 - A Fierce & Tender Love
Rev. Sara Hayman

Acknowledging the history and origins of Mother’s Day in this

country, and drawing from contemporary stories, this sermon and
service will reflect on the fierceness of a mother’s love—how that
kind of love—builds up and cares for people, and endures sacrifice
and pain to empower others.
Rev. Sara Hayman lives in Bucksport, Maine with her partner, Sarah,
and their puppy, Camino. For the past 10years, she's served the UU
Church of Ellsworth as minister, work she continues to love! Prior to
serving in Ellsworth, she worked as a hospice chaplain. Sara is delighted to lead worship at Starr King UU Fellowship, and she's grateful that Rev. Linda preached in her congregation when she was on
sabbatical in the spring of 2018!
May 15 - The Red Shedders
Introducing Jon Maatta, Raymond DeRaymond, and Brian Haskins
This service will explore our reasons for being joyful together in Music. Come and be ready to hum a few bars as well as sing along to a
final peace filled Song! Our friendship has blossomed into a camaraderie of group joy, of seeing how music through time continues to
influence us! Our hope is to share our blessings with music, understanding that music is a very strong motivator for all! Through our
music we hope to share how our friendship has blossomed and given
us extreme happiness and fellowship! How hope through music can
be expressed no matter the circumstances of the present tribulations
we all face!
May 22 - The Calling: The Purpose and Meaning of Beauty
Rev. Linda Barnes
Beauty serves as solace, wonderment, and a means by which we
may feel a oneness with the universe. It also serves as a moral compass by revealing the work needed to bring about a just world. Join
us on this Sunday morning to explore the power of beauty to change
the world.
May 29 - In Service to a People
Rev. Linda Barnes
There are those among us whose calling is to be of service to their
people. On this Sunday we will recognize the gifts of service - be it
through action, compassion, or wisdom - from those who have heeded this call in times of conflict and in times of peace.
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Do You Wish You Could See a Service You Missed?
Did you know that most Sunday Services are recorded and posted to
Vimeo - a cloud-based video platform similar to YouTube?
You can view any past service by navigating to our home page
www.starrkingfellowship.org and scrolling down to the section called
"Sundays at Starr King."
You can see the most recent Sunday or any past services.

President’s letter
The Board has been busy this past month working on the budget for
next year and preparing for annual meeting. This year the annual
meeting will be on May 22 at 11:00. Reminder that members are
able to attend the Annual meeting either in person or virtually. Members will receive the annual report and the Zoom link the week prior
to the meeting. We look forward to seeing you.
At the end of this church year Cindy Spring and I are the only two
leaving the Board. I have asked Cindy to reflect on her three years
serving on the Board. Okay, I admit it means I don’t have to write as
much this month! Of course, what it really means is that Cindy
doesn’t have to edit my piece which she has graciously done for the
last two years. I am glad I am stepping away at the same time as
her!

Mary Crowell
Since I will be leaving the Board after three years, Mary asked
me to reflect on my experience. I came on as a Trustee in
June of 2019. My, that seems like a long time ago! At that
time there was no talk of how to operate in a Pandemic. Instead, we discussed renting part of our building to Mid-State
for their Day Care Center, finding a replacement for Paul Tierney (our Building and grounds pro) and planning a mission
statement process.
Three years later our solar array is up and running, the CLC
(Children’s Learning Center) is on its way out, our Minister is
taking a well-deserved Sabbatical and we are talking about
what it will be like when we are able to take off our masks and
really be together once again.
Through all the ups and downs, I have been continually impressed with the professionalism, good humor, and joint vision
of the Board members. We really listen to each other and
keep the “new” mission in mind as we make decisions.
Many of the Board members have other responsibilities as
well (Mary is our Sunday morning “techie”, Jane runs the
Committee Chairs group, Sandy is on the Stewardship Team,
Steph and Diane help out with RE and Richard has been
providing the coffee and tea), but the person who stands out
for me is Janet Englund, our treasurer. In my time on the
Board, Janet has trained four bookkeepers - that’s a lot of volunteer hours! Of course, she also signs all the checks and,
with the help of the Finance Committee, sets the budget. Yet,
I have never heard her complain. Thank you, Janet, for all you
do to keep us going strong!
I have appreciated the opportunity to serve the Fellowship in
this way.
Cindy Spring
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"Siding with Love" banner
Website redesign
Masks & vaccination still required in building
Tatum's leave and resignation 5/15
FY23 Deficit Budget
Need for Fundraising
Administrative assistant T/R
Stewardship report
Annual meeting/slate/membership
General assembly attendees needed
Reach out to any board member if you have questions or
just to discuss matters.

Nominating Committee
After months of brainstorming and meeting as a committee, speaking
with current President Mary Crowell, current Vice President Jane
Clay, and Reverend Linda Barnes, we are ready to submit the following slate of candidates for our election in May.
Slate of Nominees:
Governing Board
Jane Clay - 2022-2024 President
Doug Grant -2022-2024 Vice President
Stephanie Halter - 2022 -2024 Secretary
John Marunowski - 2022-2023 Trustee
Robert Chandler -2022 -2025 Trustee
Endowment Committee
Susan Jacobs -2022 -2025
Jim Hostetler - 2022 - 2025
Nominating Committee
Mary Crowell -2022-2025

Respectfully submitted by the Nominating Committee
Linda Haskins, Chair
Deedie Kreibel
Bill Trought
Bios of Nominees
Jane Clay 2022-2024 President
Jane has been a member of Starr King Fellowship since January
1996 and has served in various volunteer and staff positions. She
served on the membership committee briefly and then became involved with the religious education committee, going on to serve as
the director of religious education 2000-2007, working with 4 ministers over those years! She served the United Church of Christ as the
faith director for 2.5 years as well. Here at Starr King, she sings with
the choir, serves as a worship associate, and is currently vicepresident on the board. Jane was a member of the ministerial
search committee that successfully "found" Reverend Linda Barnes
and was a member of the Committee on Ministry during Linda's first
year. Jane then served as the acting Director of religious education
for 2 years and consultant for 1 year. She is a supervisor of the
checklist for the town of Plymouth, and the treasurer and clerk for the
Plymouth (elementary) School District. Work experience includes 31
years as a dental hygienist, 11 years in public education, mom of 3
adult children, grandmother of 3, and of course, spouse of her best
friend Bob.
Doug Grant -2022-2024 Vice President
Upon moving to NH 40 years ago, my late wife Susie and I decided
that church might be a good place to meet people with compatible
views. As former Episcopalians, we tried that church first, but rejected it at once. Choice #2 was the Milford NH UU Church, led by the
Revs Olav and Jeanne Nieuwejaar, and we stayed there with great
appreciation until we moved up to Manchester, where we joined the
Manchester UU Church. When we moved N to Littleton in 2003, we
joined the St Johnsbury VT Church, and ultimately, I joined SKUUF
in 2010. While in Milford, I served on the Social Responsibility Committee for many years, and at various times I have served in other
areas (although not recently). I’ve had other responsible positions
since retirement in 2000 – Chair of the North Country Council, Library Trustee, Treasurer of Transport Central, but I welcome the opportunity to do more for (and with) SKUUF. I live with my partner Patsy Kendall, whom I have converted to SKUUF, in her house here in
Plymouth.
Stephanie Halter - 2022 - 2024 Secretary
Stephanie Halter has been a member of Starr King since 2016, and
lives in Plymouth NH with her husband, Ian, and daughter Sidney.
She's been a teacher in the Criminal Justice program at PSU since
2006 and holds her Ph.D. in Sociology. Currently she serves on the
ZBA in Plymouth and is a newly elected member of the Plymouth
Elementary School board. She enjoys skiing, gardening (inside &
outside), playing board games, traveling, and is currently learning
macramé!

Robert Chandler -2022 -2025 Trustee
Robert Chandler was born and raised in the towns of Wellesley and
Duxbury, Massachusetts as a Christian Scientist. His family would
walk to church most Sundays when they lived in Wellesley. As a middle child, and one of seven siblings, he learned early on how to work
together to get things done. He went to Noble and Greenough high
school and then UNH for his BS, and Babson College for MBA. He
sailed in the transatlantic race after graduation from college and
worked in Utah in the ski industry before getting his MBA.
Bob met his wife, Mimi, at UNH. They moved to Sudbury, MA, started
a family, and joined the Sudbury Unitarian church in 1984. They have
two boys, Myles and Sam. He is the Director of Pricing for a law firm in
Boston. After moving to Thornton, NH they were immediately drawn to
the warmth and spiritual connection Starr King gave them. He very
much looks forward to working to support the mission and interests of
the SKUFF board and fellowship.

John Marunowski - 2022-2023 Trustee
John and his family (Jessica, Lydia and Grady) have been members of
Starr King since January of 2013. He is originally from a small town outside of Cleveland, Ohio called Valley View. John moved to NH in 2004
taking a job with the White Mountain National Forest where he continues to this day. John served on the governing board at Starr King as a
trustee from July 2016 - June 2019 and has served on the religious education committee previously. John enjoys all things outdoors and has
a passion for bicycle touring. He has completed some long distance
bicycle trips including one to his childhood home in Valley View, Ohio.
He looks forward to contributing his ideas and assisting in any way possible if elected as trustee.
Robert Chandler -2022 -2025 Trustee
Robert Chandler was born and raised in the towns of Wellesley and
Duxbury, Massachusetts as a Christian Scientist. His family would
walk to church most Sundays when they lived in Wellesley where he
grew up as one of seven siblings. As a middle child he learned early
on how to work together to get things done. He went to Noble and
Greenough high school and then UNH for his BS, and Babson College
for MBA. He sailed in the transatlantic race after graduation from college and worked in Utah in the ski industry before getting his MBA.
Bob met his wife, Mimi, at UNH. They moved to Sudbury, MA, started
a family, and joined the Sudbury Unitarian church in 1984. They have
two boys, Myles and Sam. He is the Director of Pricing for a law firm in
Boston. After moving to Thornton, NH they were immediately drawn to
the warmth and spiritual connection Starr King gave them. He very
much looks forward to working to support the mission and interests of
the SKUFF board and fellowship.

Endowment Committee
Susan Jacobs – 2022 - 2025
Susan has been a member of Starr King since 2011. She is Director of
Finance at the Capitol Center for the Arts. Susan holds a degree in
Business Management from Bentley University and a Masters Degree
in Accounting from Suffolk University. She has served on the board as
Vice President and President. Susan is a member of the Finance Committee. Susan lives in Bridgewater with her partner Ray DeRaymond
and his daughter Rachel.
Jim Hostetler – 2022 – 2025
Jim settled in New Hampshire after retiring from the US Department of
State and Foreign Service in 2014, after several assignments overseas
and in Washington, DC. For most of his career he worked in human
resources and financial management. He now makes his home in
Campton, close to where his daughter’s and son’s families live in this
part of New Hampshire. When Jim and his family lived in the Washington DC area, they were members of the UU church in Fairfax,
VA. Jim became a member of SKUUF in 2017.
Nominating Committee
Mary Crowell – 2022- 2025
Mary has been a member of Starr King since 2000, having attended
since 1998. She has served on the Governing Board these past five
years, 3 as Vice-President and 2 as President. Before serving on the
Board she was involved with the Religious Education Committee and
program, a role she hope to return to. It has been very rewarding, being
on the Board, but she looks forward to seeing what comes next. She
enjoys being able to give back to this community which has given so
much to herself and her family over the years.

Guidelines for worship services and meetings for children
and youth during the COVID-19 Pandemic: May 2022
We continue to monitor risk and consider when we can be masks
optional for services and meetings. Unfortunately, we cannot recommend a mask optional policy just yet. In particular, we face
uncertainty with new variants of COVID.
Thank you for respecting the guidelines below which are based on
the currently available scientific information and updated UUA guidelines. They take risk into account, while maximizing our opportunities to gather in person and to both include and protect our children
and youth.
It is still important for everyone to assess their risk tolerance and
participate via Zoom if attending in-person is not a good option.
Never attend in-person if you have tested positive for COVID. Wait
to rejoin us until you test negative.
For age those age 12 and up through Seniors, fully vaccinated now
means having received three doses of the vaccine as soon as you
are eligible. Also, children over 5 should now be vaccinated. Those
eligible may also consider getting a fourth vaccine dose.
Guidelines:
•

Please join us in person if you are fully vaccinated and willing to wear a well- fitting mask. This is to protect all of us, but
most particularly, to protect our children under 5 who do not yet
have access to the vaccine by reducing risk for them and for
their parents.

•

Do not join us in person if you have tested positive for COVID.
Make sure you test negative before returning to in person services and meetings.

•

If you are not fully vaccinated or vaccinated and not comfortable
wearing a mask, or just not comfortable with in-person gatherings at this time, please join us remotely. We will continue using
Zoom so those who cannot join us in person can participate in
our services.

•

Physical distancing will be in place. Of course, couples and families can sit together.

•

Limited singing is possible, while all in the congregation are still
masked. Performers will be distanced from the congregation,
especially if masks are briefly removed to play an instrument or
sing.

•

Our children will meet downstairs, wearing masks and observing
distancing guidelines, in a room with an air purifier.

•

Our youth group members who are vaccinated will meet in the
Sanctuary, distanced and masked.

•

All adults who work with children and youth must be vaccinated,
boosted and wear masks.

•

No coffee hour (sigh) until further notice. While the weather permits, we can socialize outdoors after the service. The UUA recommends masks even outdoors, and we agree.

•

Expect that anyone speaking from the pulpit or the piano will remove their mask while speaking.

Please refer to our website at starrkingfellowship.org for building use
guidelines for committees and groups.

Starr King Ad Hoc Committee on Safety during the Pandemic: Reverend Linda Barnes, Mary Crowell, Joe Kelaghan, Susan Scrimshaw
and Susan Skinner.
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Office Hours
Fellowship Office is open Tuesday through Thursday
8:00 AM to 1:00 PM
536-8908

Soundbites
Joy and Gratitude
I feel like my last few newsletter columns have been about these
topics. During Rev. Linda’s Sabbatical I have tried to practice gratitude for the multiples of volunteers and staff who have kept the ship
afloat and thriving! The same is true now, and I am so grateful to be
part of a loving and supportive community. Thanks one and all.
May is here and we are blessed to have two lay led services this
month. May 1st brings us Dr. Susan Scrimshaw with her wisdom,
accompanied by guest musician, Will Gunn. May 15th features our
own Starr King “Red Shedders” with a musical service that is sure to
connect with many of us. May 8th we welcome Rev. Sara Hayman
from the UU Church in Ellsworth, Maine. Then, we celebrate the return of Rev. Linda Barnes to our collective home for the remainder of
May.
I want to draw your attention to the DRUUMM (Diverse Revolutionary UU Multicultural Ministries – an organization of UU’s of color)
Community worship online on Wed. May 4th at 8:30pm. Our fellowship is one of the sponsors of this worship because we believe in
supporting our siblings of color, and because we honor the invitation
to gather online as a community of the whole. I believe the service
will be available for viewing at a later time (limited) but I hope some
of us can attend on that evening. Thanks to Cindy Spring and the
Black Lives Matter task force for their amazing support.
Finally, thanks so much for all the kind words of encouragement and
affirmation that I have received during Rev. Linda’s sabbatical. What
a great learning experience for us all.
See you in Church
Sarah Dan

Schedule:
Choir meets every Thursday in May 6pm in the sanctuary
May 1 – Will Gunn, musician
May 29 – Musician TBA
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Sabbatical News
Reverend Linda Barnes is on sabbatical mid-February through midMay. Sunday morning worship continues at 9:30 am with a variety
of guest ministers and leaders. The fellowship office hours remain
the same during this time and messages may be left at other times.

For specific needs/concerns during the sabbatical, contact the following members of the sabbatical committee:
•

General questions, contact information, etc.: Jane Clay
603-996-1206

•

Pastoral Care: Bill Trought or Connie Maatta

•

Worship: Joe Kelaghan

•

Religious Education/Families: Stephanie Halter

Message from the Director of Religious Education
Dear Starr King Fellowship,
No baby yet! However, it could be any day now, and your blessings
and kindnesses are so very appreciated. Due to this child’s imminence, and my waning in-person availability, my last day of employment will by May 15th. It’s been a pleasure riding out a pandemic
with all of you!
•

You can find the schedule for RE in this very newsletter!

•

At my last youth group meeting, I elicited the assistance of our
accomplished children and banked invaluable advice for my
son. Participants gave the do’s and don’ts to life at every stage from the idyllic times of prekindergarten to the complex landscape of highschool. The inherent wisdom of your youth was on
full display, and it’s my hope that youth group continues to be a
place to develop their inborn insight. Youth Group will next
meet on May 8th and 22nd

•

As my dre20@starrkingfellowship.org email handle fades into
obscurity, you can contact Melissa Howard for alternative ways
to reach me.

Peace,
Tatum Barnes
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SKUUF Religious Education Spring Schedule
Dear Families,
While Tatum is on leave, religious education (RE) will be led by several members of our fellowship. Below you will find the planned
schedule with in-person and virtual options for families. Please join
us, we look forward to being together.
April 24 - In-person with Stephanie Halter and online with Tatum at
noon. See link in email from Tatum for virtual RE.
May 1 - In-person with Diana Pamplin. Kids will decorate a pot and
plant it for mom!

May 8 - In-person with Nancy Dowey. Kids will create a Mother's
day tea party with tea and treats for mom's, grandmother's or important person in the child's life following the service.
May 15 - In-person with Nancy Dowey. Create welcome back cards
and signs for Linda's return. Tatum offers a virtual option at noon.
May 22 - All generation service upstairs as we welcome Reverend Linda back from sabbatical!
May 29 - In-person with Diana Pamplin
June 5 - In-person with Diana Pamplin
June 12 - In-person with Nancy Dowey

June 19 - All generations service upstairs for the Flower Communion
If you have questions, concerns or want to help out, please reach
out to Stephanie Halter. Her contact information can be found in
Simple Church.

Outreach—May

Plymouth Area Renewable Energy Initiative – PAREI
Wondering what you can do to make your home or business more
energy efficient? Thinking about installing solar panels? Interested
in year-round foods from local farmers?
The Plymouth Area Renewable Energy Initiative – PAREI – is a goto non-profit serving a wide area in central NH and partnering with
many organizations to:
•

Provide free technical assistance to small businesses & farmers in rural NH, helping them evaluate possibilities for using
renewable energy

•

Offer NH Saves Button-Up Workshops promoting ways homes
can become more energy efficient and providing details of programs offered by NH utilities

•

Offer a year round, weekly, on-line Farmer’s Market, providing
an opportunity for local consumers to purchase foods from area farmers

•

Provide NH Solar Shares, which creates large solar arrays;
the electricity generated is used to offset energy costs for low
income families. Check out the array beside Frosty Scoops at
the Common Man Inn in Plymouth…

•

Provide assistance with solar PV installations

This remarkable organization was officially formed in 2004 by a
small group of citizens concerned about the overuse of fossil fuels.
Since then it has worked with community members and organizations throughout central New Hampshire to develop innovative programs and assist with individuals and organizations to act on their
energy goals. It has inspired many new groups throughout the
state.
Your donation will support a local organization making a significant
contribution to increasing our regional energy efficiency; it is a gift
to the future.
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Donating from the Starr King website.
The Donate button on the website is found at the
top right of the Starr King UU Fellowship homepage. It is very simple to use, and only requires
you to register the first time you use it.
The donation form allows you to select the amount you wish to deposit to our virtual collection and you can choose to donate to the
Sunday offering or to any of our other Special Collection outreach or
regular Starr King funds. You can also designate if you would like
your gift to be a recurring donation, or not.
The funds you designate can be drawn from your bank account or
paid by credit card. Either way, please consider helping to cover the
cost of processing electronic donations by clicking on the "Cover
Fees" box when submitting your donation.

Thanks to your generosity
To our March Outreach

CASA—NH
We were able to Collect:

$954
of which $200 was from Endowment.

BLM News

COMING SOON!!

This service is suggested by your Black Lives Matter Committee

DRUUMM* Public Worship
May 4th, 2022
8:30 PM Eastern/ 5:30 PM Pacific

Bill, Richard and Mary

RSVP by clicking here: https://tinyurl.com/DRUUMM-May4

Faith can be both a guiding light and sustaining force throughout the
course of one’s life. Yet in a world that is all too cruel and harsh, faith
can be twisted, becoming instead a tool that fosters both isolation
and a sense of underwhelm. What do we do when this happens for
us as Unitarian Universalists? Come, let us gather in the fortifying
spirit of love made known in community as we re-member ourselves,
for ourselves, in the presence of all that we choose to name as Holy.
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Howling Monkey Nicaraguan Coffee Still Available
Shade-grown, organic Howling Monkey Nicaraguan coffee can still be purchased to support both the Starr King Youth group and Compas de Nicaragua.
It is available either whole bean or ground, $14 per
pound. Please Contact Bob and Jane Clay, 603-996-1207
or jhclay@roadrunner.com, to make arrangements for pickup or delivery.

Fundraising that costs you no additional money!
The purchase of a Hannaford card to use for grocery shopping costs
you no additional money but helps SKUUF raise funds. SKUUF receives 5% of our total order in bonus cards and when we sell these
we have a clear profit. In addition, purchase of Hannaford gift cards
is always in good taste and you can use the SKUUF Hannaford program to purchase gift cards to give as thoughtful gifts. Denominations $25, $50, $100, $250, $500. See Melissa during office hours
or Linda Haskins after services. Cash or Checks, sorry
no credit cards as fees remove our profit. Remember
all checks are made out to SKUUF with Hannaford in
memo line.

From your Climate Change Committee
Time to Eat Local!
As one of the areas of most interest in our survey this year, I would
imagine that many of you are already paying attention to what you eat
and where it comes from. Since growing season has begun, perhaps
it would be helpful to take a look at those steps we can all take to
shorten our food supply journey.
If we want to start this activity, it is good to start by reviewing your
shopping list and check labels at the store for origins (ex. A few local
products are Stonyfield dairy and Robie Farm pork and sausage).
Hannaford (for instance) offers a variety of local foods and even label
some displays (in fresh produce, for instance) to make it easier to
identify food items produced locally. For fun, keep track of local items
discovered so we might make a list available for the congregation.
The next step would be to identify places in the community where
you can buy fresh produce and other items. It is also suggested that
you try to increase local purchases by 10% or more. Where do you
go for local food? Some options would be Longview Farm (farm
stand opening in May), Owens Truck Farm (stand open now), Peppercorn right in Plymouth and Local Foods Plymouth, an on-line local
market consolidating products by more than 20 area vendors. FYI,
check out Plymouth Soapworks for locally made all kinds of cleaning
products made here and packaged without single use plastic!
The final, giant step is to grow your own. Small kitchen gardens can
grow those greens and herbs you use every day, and you can expand
it if you have the time and space. I know that many of you already
grow food. Perhaps we might take some time to talk shop. What do
you grow? Do you have edible perennials to share? Do you have
seeds to share? I will be hanging around after service on May 15 for
coffee and would love to invite everyone interested to join me and let's
see if we can share our enthusiasm.
Suellen Skinner
sskin9405@yahoo.com
Planting native
Unlike local food, the movement to landscape using native trees,
shrubs and flowering plants in your landscaping is a rather new concept (at least for me). A great way to learn about why we should do
this is to read Doug Tallamy's “Nature's Best Hope” which has been
reviewed here and is in our climate change library. It will leave you
with a mind-boggling vision of healthy diverse ecosystems and why
we need to create them and support them. It also gives clear instructions about what you can grow and why. It even provides a list of cornerstone species, particularly important for reproductive success for
butterflies and moths. Audubon has a website where you can find
plant recommendations based on zip code.
For many of us, it's time to visit local garden centers. Now is the
time to pay attention to where plants are native, how they are grown
(are they treated with neonicotinoids – a neuro-toxic chemical doing
enormous damage to our bee populations), and how they might provide food for birds and other animals. If you have a favorite place to
shop, especially if it sells native species, please send information to
me to share. If you want to be involved with working on our landscaping at Starr King, check with our building and grounds committee
(Jennifer Gentry, Chair)
I have so much to learn about this and learning about how our
knowledge of particular natives can involve books, and websites or
lovely contemplative strolls through our many natural areas (like
Quincy Bog or local sites being managed by conservation commissions. Slowly but surely we can find ways to strengthen our local ecosystems which will make our world more sustainable for all God's
creatures. Suellen Skinner (for Gigi Estes)
Back to Home Page

Stewardship 2022
“Those who give have all things.
Those who withhold have nothing.”
Hindu Proverb
The Stewardship Committee thanks all members,
friends and callers who participated in our calling
project this year. In February ten callers contacted 97 members and
friends of the Fellowship and spoke with 78 people. The following is a
summary of their responses.
How have you been doing during COVID?
Most people have been doing well. Some expressed isolation, and
missing family and friends. Some dealt with health issues and those
with young families had increased challenges.
How are you getting your information?
The most mentioned were the monthly newsletter and the View. Also
mentioned were the website, simple church, announcements, choir
and word of mouth. Only one person mentioned Facebook. There
were some concerns regarding the usability of the website. More
than a few people indicated that they do not read any of the publications.
Have you Stayed Connected, if not What got in the way?
Most people have been able to stay connected via Zoom. Many expressed delight at being able to access the services online. Others
missed the personal connections. Choir and book group were also
mentioned frequently as sources of continued connection. Several
mentioned committee work which has continued throughout and hiking. Those who have not stayed in touch mostly had technical difficulties, family issues, health issues or just didn’t like ZOOM.

What are you Looking Forward to?
Being together for the services and connecting at coffee hour. Gathering and socializing in small groups with food was a common theme
- pot lucks, cottage meetings, vespers and pizza, summer picnic. Re
-engaging families with family events and activities. Having RE space
again. Hiking, Black Lives Matter, Soul Matters and seeing the children again.
Additional Comments
There was much appreciation expressed for the Fellowship, Linda,
Sarah Dan, & Tatum. Our members appreciated these phone calls
and the effort that has been put into maintaining our community. Several members mentioned concerns about the youth program and also
lost revenue once the CLC is gone. The Website came in for a lot of
criticism (in a loving way). Overall, the feedback was gracious and
thoughtful. Our community is sure we will continue to thrive.
Back to Home Page

Over the years, many of us have attended the annual Unitarian Universalist
General Assembly, first in person (20 of us went to GA in Quebec back in
2002!) and lately virtually. I wasn’t sure how I would like attending through
a computer screen, but I like it just fine! It’s cheaper, I get to sleep in my
own bed at night, and I can catch up on workshops and worship services I
missed two or three weeks after the close of the event.
This year GA will be held in Portland, Oregon from June 22nd to the 26th. I
encourage those who are interested to register and attend in person. It is a
mind-blowing experience to be in the midst of 2000 to 3000 other UUs!
I will be registering once again for the virtual experience. The cost is $250
and our Endowment Committee has set aside funds to pay that registration
fee. To register, go to uua.org/ga (The registration fee to attend in person
is $300.)
GA 2023 will be held in Pittsburgh, Penn. You may want to start saving for
that one…
Cindy Spring

Starr King Hiking Group
Welcome, hikers of all ages! Our newly resurrected hiking group plans to hike twice a
month. We will continue the Second Sunday
Hike tradition with the focus on easy to moderate hikes that will be family friendly. Our Waterfall Wednesdays Group will select a good weather Wednesday to
hike to one of the many amazing waterfalls in our area. We'll have
more time on a weekday to drive farther and maybe hike longer.

Second Sunday Hike - On May 8, we will hike the Holderness

Town Forest Loop. This is a 2.4 mile loop trail with some elevation
gain near the beginning of the trail, a viewpoint, and some woodland
elements to explore. It is 11 minutes from Starr King. We will leave
from the lower parking lot after the service at 11:30 PM. Contact
Deedie at cdkriebel@gmail.com, if you plan to join us.

Waterfall Wednesdays - We still hope to do our postponed Arethusa Falls hike. Stay tuned as we look for a good day to hike. If
you plan to join us, contact Deedie at cdkriebel@gmail.com to be
put on the notification list.
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Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club - Friday, May 6.
Join us for conversation and food on the first Friday of each month.
This month we will meet on 05/06/22 at Stella’s (formerly the Common Café) at 2 Quincy Road in Rumney at 8:30 AM. Then we will
travel to the Mary Baker Eddy House at 58 Stinson Lake Road in
Rumney for a 10 AM tour of
the two Mary Baker Eddy
houses in North Groton and
Rumney. The suggested donation for the combined tour is
$7. Please contact Deedie
Kriebel at
cdkriebel@gmail.com, if you
are interested in joining us,
and if you would like to be put
on the email list.

SKUUF Book Group News
Book group meets via Zoom the second Tuesday of each month at
3:30 p.m. The selections alternate between fiction and non-fiction. If
you’d like to be added to the email list and participate in the discussions, please let Melissa know at admin@starrkingfellowship.org.
May 10 - The Death of Vivek Oji by Awaeke Emez
June 14 - Nature’s Best Hope by Doug Tallamy
July 12 - The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman
August 9 - Educated by Tara Westover
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Mission and Vision statement
Mission:
At Starr King Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, we cultivate more
love in the world and nurture more love for the world.
Vision:
Our Fellowship welcomes and cares for people of all ages and
varied identities. We experience joy as we build community
and use our relationships with each other to create a more
loving world.
Our Fellowship embraces what is meaningful and beautiful. We
offer diverse experiences in worship, music, and the arts
through our services, events, and the use of our building.
We live and model our values, collectively creating social and
environmental justice with direct action and financial support.
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About Membership in
Starr King Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
What it Means to be a Member
Membership is open to all individuals sixteen years and older regardless of race, creed, national origin, gender or sexual orientation who
are in harmony with the visions, goals and principles of Starr King
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship.
You are invited to become a member by participating in a Path to
Membership orientation or by meeting with the Minister to review the
benefits and responsibilities of membership. All new members sign
the official Membership Record book witnessed by the Minister or a
Membership Committee Chair.
Members are entitled to the services of the Minister and the use of
the sanctuary for Rites of Passage (weddings, dedications, memorial
services, etc.) at no cost. Members are eligible to serve in elected
officer positions and serve as committee chairs. Members have the
privilege of full voting rights.
Membership is maintained by active participation in the Fellowship,
by supporting the annual Stewardship Drive and/or contributing service toward the Fellowship.
What it Means to be a Friend
A Friend of Starr King UU Fellowship is an individual in harmony with
the visions, goals and principles of our Fellowship who chooses not
to sign the Membership Record Book. A Friend may participate in
any and all Fellowship activities but does not receive Rites of Passage services without a fee, is not eligible to vote or serve as an
elected officer or committee chair.

